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™
The Rat Trap ol
Written: 1918

First London production: Everyman Th., Hampstead, 18
Oct. 1926 (with Joyce Kennedy as Sheila Brandreth,
Robert Harris as Keld Maxwill, and Raymond Massey as
Edmund Crowe).

The Rat Trap | never saw at all as it was produced .
while | was away in America. It was written when | was
eighteen, and was my first attempt at serious playwriting.
As such it is not without merit. There is some
excruciatingly sophistcated dialogue in the first act of



which, at the time, | was inordinately proud. From the
point of view of construction it is not very good except
for the two principal quarrel scenes. The last act is an
inconclusive shambles and is based on the sentimental
assumption that the warring egos of the man and wife
will simmer down into domestic bliss merely because the
wife is about to have a dear little baby. | suppose that |
was sincere about it at the time ...
(Coward, 'Preface’ to Play Parade, Vol. 3)

Coward plays &#169; The Trustees of the Noel Coward
Trust
Agent: Alan Brodie Representation Ltd 211 Piccadilly
London W1V 9LD
Agent-Japan: Martyn Naylor, Naylor Hara International
KK 6-7-301

Nampeidaicho Shibuya-ku Tokyo 150 tel: (03)
3463-2560

These are literal translations and are not for performance.
Any application for performances of any Coward plays in
the Japanese language should be made to Naylor Hara
International KK at the above address.
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